
A  G U I D E  F O R  D E C I D I N G  T O 
R E S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  W E D D I N G



6  S T E P S  T O  M A K E  A  B E S T  D E C I S I O N

I ’m sorry  l i fe  s tar ted throwing lemons and that  your  spec ia l  day has 
been so  negat ive ly  impacted by the  coronavirus  soc ia l  d i s tancing 
orders .  It  can fee l  hear tbreaking r ight  now because  you were  so  looking 
forward to  marry ing your  best  f r iend soon and a l l  the  fun you would 
have  ce lebrat ing your  new marr iage  with your  fami ly  and f r iends . 
Don’t  lose  hear t ;  you wi l l  s t i l l  get  marr ied !  No matter  what  a l ternat ive 
wedding plans  you dec ide  to  make,  i t  wi l l  be  wonder ful ! 

This  guide  was  created to  of fer  you c lar i ty  on how to move foward 
r ight  now,  not  te l l  you what  to  do.  Here  are  f ive  s teps  you can take  to 
make a  best  dec i s ion for  your  wedding day in  the  midst  of  COVID-19 
protect ion pol ic ies  current ly  in  p lace :

1.  Double-check your wedding vendor contracts .  
Careful ly  re-read your  contracts  that  you’ve  s igned with each of 
your  wedding vendors—caterer,  venue,  photographer,  f lor i s t ,  DJ, 
of f ic iant ,  day-of  coordinator.  Pay espec ia l  a t tent ion to  the  deta i l s 
about  re fund pol ic ies  and what  f inancia l  expectat ions  there  may be . 
Unders tand the  f inancia l  investment  you’ve  made in  each vendor 
and the  poss ib le  losses  of  re funds  in  the  event  you’re  unable  to  host 
your  wedding as  or ig ina l ly  p lanned.  

2.  Talk to  your wedding vendors .  
Cal l  your  vendors  to  ta lk  with them on the  phone i f  you have  the i r 
ce l l  numbers .  It ’s  the  quickest  way to  get  the  answers  you need,  and 
dur ing thi s  t ime when hundreds  of  other  br ides  wi l l  be  booking 
the  same ser v ices ,  t imel iness  i s  important .  Make sure  you fo l low up 
your  phone ca l l  with your  vendor  in  an emai l  to  conf i rm in wri t ing 
of  anything you discussed or  dec ided over  the  phone.  I f  a  ce l l 
number  i sn’t  ava i lable  to  you,  emai l  i s  e f fect ive ,  too.  

3.  Talk to  your f iancee  & family.  
Whomever’s  feedback i s  most  important  to  you,  be  sure  you consul t 
them about  your  dec i s ion to  postpone or  cance l  your  wedding.  I f 
they’ve  he lped you through chal lenging s i tuat ions  in  l i fe  before , 
the i r  advice  may cont inue to  guide  you success fu l ly  through the 
e f fect s  of  the  pandemic.  

4.  Remember what’s  most  important  to  you. 
Gett ing marr ied i s  a  t rue  once  in  a  l i fe t ime event ,  so  g ive  yourse l f 
permiss ion to  pr ior i t i ze  what’s  most  important  to  you,  whether 
you’ve  a lways  dreamed of  get t ing marr ied at  a  cer ta in venue or  work 



O T H E R  I M P O R T A N T  C O N S I D E R A T I O N S

Abide by your local ,  s tate  and national  laws & orders .  
In  t imes  l ike  these ,  the  guide l ines  and pol ic ies  put  into place  are 
to  he lp and protect  everyone.  With Stay  at  Home orders  dec lared, 
don’t  r i sk  lega l  consequences  of  pushing forward with your  ex i s t ing 
wedding plans  and putt ing your  hea l th  as  wel l  a s  the  hea l th  of  others 
in  jeopardy.  Stay  up-to-date  with your  loca l ,  s ta te  and nat ional  hea l th 
pol ic ies  as  they evolve  by tuning in  to  a  t rusted news source .  

Respect  the  safety  of  your family,  fr iends & wedding vendors . 
Your  wedding vendors  and f r iends  are  a l so  people  with fami l ies  and 
networks ,  and everyone’s  l eve l  of  fear  for  the  hea l th  of  the i r  loved ones 
and for  themselves  may be  di f ferent  than your  own.  I f  they dec ide  to 
not  par t ic ipate  in  your  wedding day ce lebrat ion,  they are  just  making 
the  best  dec i s ion they can g iven the  c i rcumstances . 

Over-communicate 
During t imes  of  an emergency response  such as  these ,  no news i s  bad 
news.  It  i s  benef ic ia l  to  you,  your  fami ly  and f r iends ,  and your  vendors 
to  communicate  of ten.  Speci f ica l ly  for  the  vendors  you want  to  reta in 
whi le  reschedul ing your  wedding date ,  i t  may be  good to  check in 
weekly  to  communicate  any change of  p lans  on your  end and to  ask 
about  any changes  in  ava i labi l i ty  for  your  vendors . 

with a  spec i f ic  photograher.  These  wi l l  be  the  ser v ices  you pr ior i t i ze 
to  mainta in as  you reschedule  for  a  new date . 

5.  Stay up-to-date . 
Because  hea l th  guide l ines  may change rapidly,  s tay  up-to-date  with 
hea l th  pol ic ies  as  they evolve  by tuning in  to  credible  loca l ,  s ta te 
and nat ional  news sources .  

6.  Make the decis ion with your f iancee.  
Take into cons iderat ion a l l  o f  the  feedback and informat ion you’ve 
gathered.  Consider  any f inancia l  obl igat ions  of  reschedul ing or 
cance l l ing your  wedding date  and which vendors  you wi l l  be  able 
to  keep for  your  rescheduled date .  Ult imate ly,  make sure  you and 
your  f iancee  are  on the  same page  and agree  on what’s  bes t  for  your 
spec ia l  day moving forward.  I f  you have  fami ly  members  who are 
he lping to  pay for  your  wedding day,  i t  may be  cour teous  to  inc lude 
them in the  dec i s ion-making. 



Y O U R  D E C I S I O N - M A K I N G  T I M E L I N E

Right  now,  you’re  fac ing the  dec i s ion to  reschedule  your  wedding date , 
cance l  and e lope,  keep the  formal  ceremony and di tch the  expense  of 
the  recept ion,  or  e lope soon with a  separate  recept ion la ter.  You can 
adapt  your  wedding plans  based on what’s  important  to  you. 

In l ieu of  the  opt ions  before  you,  the  number  one quest ion r ight  now 
i s  “when  should I  make a  dec i s ion about  changing my wedding plans?” 

The best  answer  i s  “ i t  depends”  because  your  wedding plans  are  unique 
to  you.  Your  gather ing of  fami ly  members ,  f r iends  and vendors  i s  t ru ly 
unique to  your  wedding day,  each t rave l ing in  f rom di f ferent  areas ,  and 
there  wi l l  be  no other  l ike  i t .  With that  in  mind,  the  best  t iming of 
your  dec i s ion depends  on your  spec i f ic  wedding.

3  T I M E L I N E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

1.  I f  you a l ready know you plan to  forego your  or ig ina l  wedding plans , 
not i fy  your  vendors ,  fami ly  and f r iends  as  soon as  poss ib le ,  so  each 
can plan accordingly.  You do not  need to  have  your  a l ternat ive  p lans 
se t  before  not i fy ing everyone.  

2 .  As  a  cour tesy  to  your  vendors  and invi ted guest s ,  se t t ing a  deadl ine 
to  make your  dec i s ion no les s  than 30 days  before  your  wedding 
date  may a l low everyone to  reor ient  the i r  schedules  and budgets 
for  that  month.  This  recommendat ion a l so  depends  on how much 
advanced not ice  your  vendors  require  in  order  to  avoid deep 
f inancia l  penal t ie s  on your  par t .  Some vendors  may require  a  60 to 
90 days  not ice ,  so  double-check your  contracts .  

3 .  Before  your  30-day mark,  be  sure  to  fo l low the  f i r s t  f ive  par t s  of  the  
6 Steps  to  Make a  Best  Decis ion .  That  way,  you are  equipped with 
a l l  the  informat ion and feedback you need to  make your  dec i s ion. 

Whatever  dec i s ion you make to  postpone,  cance l  and e lope or 
something in  between,  i t  wi l l  be  the  r ight  one.  Take hear t ,  my dear—
Your wedding day i s  so  important  and i t  wi l l  be  beaut i fu l !
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